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lands on a trivial pretext, alarmed the North. Ulster
had not been bled white like the rest of Ireland.
The O'Neills had a nephew of their old hero Shan for
their chief, who had been brought up at the English
Court and made Earl of Tyrone by Elizabeth. An
educated and remarkably able man, he had none of his
uncle's illusions. He clung to his ancestral rights and
dignity, but he hoped to preserve them by zealously
discharging his obligations as a vassal of the Queen.
He served in the war against Desmond, and exerted
himself to maintain order in Ulster. But he had no
mind to sink into the position of a mere dignified
land-owner like the English nobles; nor indeed, under
such a Deputy as Fitzwilliam, was he likely to pre-
serve even his lands if he lost his power. Kather than
that, he determined to enter into what he knew was
a most unequal struggle, on the off-chanco of pulling
through by help from Spain. It is clear that he was
driven into rebellion against his inclination. But
when he had once drawn the sword he maintained the
struggle against one Deputy after another with wonder-
ful tenacity and resource. For the first time in Irish
history, the rebel forces were disciplined and armed
like those of the crown, and stood up to them in equal
numbers on equal terms. At length, in August 1598,
Tyrone inflicted upon Sir Henry Baguall near Armagh
the severest defeat that the English bad over suffered
in Ireland; slaying 1500 of his men, and capturing all
his artillery and baggage. Insurrections at once broke
out all over Ireland.

This was the situation with which Essex undertook
to deal.    He had loudly blamed other Deputies for